
Toolkit for Eco-industrial Parks:

GEIPP BENEFITS FOR SMMES
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THE GEIPP APPROACH AND SMMES 

Integrating Small, Medium and Micro Enterprises (SMMEs)   
into EIPs is critical for achieving the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). GEIPP’s SMME- 
centred approach ensures that green industrial  
development is inclusive, locally anchored, and scalable 
across diverse regions.

A core element of GEIPP is the meaningful integration 
of SMMEs as both beneficiaries and drivers of green 
industrialisation. There are several linkages between GEIPP 
and SMMEs:

•	 Inclusive value chains; 
•	 Industrial symbiosis opportunities;
•	 Access to green infrastructure and technology;
•	 Capacity building and technical support;
•	 Enabling finance and incentives;
•	 Innovation and co-creation hubs and maker spaces;
•	 Promotion of smes and local business development;
•	 Capacity building in eips; and
•	 Resource synergies. 

KEY LINKAGES BETWEEN GEIPP AND SMMES

1. Inclusive Value Chains

GEIPP fosters collaboration between large anchor tenants 
and SMMEs within GEIPP priority parks, enabling SMMEs 
to become part of formal supply chains and benefit from 
economies of scale, market access, and consistent demand 
for products and services.

2. Industrial Symbiosis Opportunities

SMMEs play a vital role in industrial symbiosis, supplying and 
reusing by-products, waste, or energy from larger firms as 
raw materials or services, thereby creating circular, resource-
efficient production ecosystems.

3. Access to Green Infrastructure and Technology

By participating in EIPs, SMMEs gain access to shared green  
infrastructure, such as renewable energy and water treatment  
systems, along with environmentally sound technologies 
that would otherwise be too expensive to implement on 
their own.

The eco-industrial park (EIP) concept is about creating more 
resource efficient and cost-effective industrial parks that are 
more competitive, sustainable, attractive for investment, 
and risk resilient. The uptake of EIPs is rapidly increasing 
internationally and in South Africa. 

The Global Eco-Industrial Parks Programme (GEIPP) demonstrates 
the viability and benefits of greening industrial parks by 
improving resource productivity and economic, environmental, 
and social performance of businesses.

For further information, please contact: 
Henry Nuwarinda (NCPC-SA): hnuwarinda@csir.co.za  |  Bernd Oellermann (NCPC-SA): BOellermann@csir.co.za 

SMALL, MEDIUM AND MICRO ENTERPRISES (SMMEs) INTEGRATION INTO EIP

Integrating SMMEs is crucial for the success of EIPs, benefiting both the industrial space and the SMMEs



4. Capacity Building and Technical Support

GEIPP-supported EIPs serve as platforms to train SMMEs 
in resource efficiency and cleaner production (RECP), 
environmental management systems, and compliance with 
international standards, enhancing SMME competitiveness.

5. Enabling Finance and Incentives

Through public-private partnerships and green financing 
mechanisms, GEIPP helps connect SMMEs to sustainability-
linked loans, performance-based grants, and incentives for 
adopting eco-innovations.

6. Innovation and Co-Creation Hubs

SMEs can contribute to the innovation ecosystem within 
EIPs by co-developing green technologies, services, and 
business models, collaborating with research institutions 
and multinational firms.
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KEY OPPORTUNITIES FOR SMMES

Typical opportunities for SMMEs in the EIP context include:

•	 Access to new markets - new consumers & companies;
•	 Compliance with environmental legislation;
•	 Attract and/or access finance;
•	 Reduce production costs - through resource efficiency & 

greener practices;
•	 Green lens - enhancement of products (design & 

manufacturing).

EIP FRAMEWORK COMPLIANCE AND SMMES

The International Framework for EIPs explicitly recognises 
SMMEs as vital to the economic sustainability of EIPs. 
According to the economic performance compliance 
checklist, EIPs and their tenants are required to adhere to 
relevant national and local regulations, including but not 
limited to the promotion of SMMEs and local business 
development. National and local policies should actively 
support the growth and competitiveness of SMMEs within 
industrial park ecosystems to foster inclusive economic 
development.

SMMEs also participate in providing services to:

•	 Evaluate the performance of EIPs according to the 
international framework;

•	 Perform  RECP assessments for companies in EIPs;
•	 Assist the NCPC and other stakeholders in industrial 

spaces to measure performance, monitor activities and 
improve performance according to the international EIP 
Framework.

The Global Eco-industrial Parks Programme (GEIPP) South 
Africa is being implemented from 2021 to 2028 through a 
collaboration between UNIDO, the Department of Trade, 
Industry and Competition (the dtic) and the National Cleaner 
Production Centre, South Africa (NCPC-SA). The GEIPP is 
made possible by funding from the Swiss State Secretariat 
for Economic Affairs (SECO).

Textile plant in Isithebe Industrial Estate

www.ncpc.co.za  | ncpc@csir.co.za More information on the GEIPP is available here.
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